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4A LET TER from a Gentleman in 
Scotland t bis Friend in England, 
againſt the Sacramental Teſt, Sc. 


A1 R, 

IT'S no wonder that many of the Scots, tho otherwiſe well affected 
to the preſent Government and Proteſtans Succeſſion, have yet ap- 
pear'd with ſo much Reſentment againſt the late nion; for tho 
we are not yet fallen under the unhappy Conſequences which we 

dread, it is plain that all the Terms of it have not been fo inviolably 

preſery'd, as to carry us beyond all Fear of a Pernicious Deſign upon 
our Ecclefraftical Conftitutiov ; notwithſtanding the Indefeaſible Securi- 
ty (as is pretended by ſome ) we have got by the Articles of Union, 

If it be good Logick to argue from leſſer to greater Things, to wit, 

From Encroachments in Civil Matters to a Poſſibility of introduci 

what Alteration they think fit in Matters of higher Importance 1 

can't apprehend but it is viſible enough, without much Penetration, 

that our Preſent Condition is precarious, and that when they pleaſe 
to Exert themſelves, it is out of the Reach of our Power to make 
any Oppoſition. | E 8 | 

Toſet this Matter in as clear a Light as poſſible, and without the 

Air of Prejudice, I ſhall p_ over every thing that may ſeem like an 
Invidions Reflection on the Perſons immediately Concern'd in it, or 

the Motives they were Govern'd by, or the Reaſons that made it ne- 
ceſſary; tho' was one inclin'd to give an Account of Circumſtances 

relating to each of theſe, it would be Demonſtration ſufficient to con- 
vince us how little Confidence isto be put in Man, and it is probable 
an equal Temptation may expoſe us to the Ruin and Confuſion we 
fear. The Springs are muddy enough without Aggravation ; and if 
we trace the Line of Right Reaſon, the Effect can't be more Noble 
than the Canſe, which, in all probability, appears black enough, with- 
out the Strokes and Colours of Art to Emblazon it; eſpecially 
if we conſider, that it receives its Direction from the Mercenary In- 
tentions of ſome who aim at no higher Ends then their own, or at 
furtheſt the Intereſt of a Faction, which, by poor narrow and ſcanty 
Principles, they are Bigotted to the Service of, without any Regard 
to the Publick, or the Intereſt of Diſſenting Parties, who may claim 
an equal Right to the Protection of the Law, and are acted with a 
more abſolute Zeal for the preſent Government and Liberty of 


the Subject. 
| A 2 If 
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If we in Scotland had not felt the woful Effects of their Tyranny;. 
id is likely a leſs Degree of Jealouſie wou'd have ſerv'd. turn; but the 
Impreſſion it made is hardly cool upon our Minds. The Perſecution. 
we fell under by an Exorbitant Church Power, made ſuch a Wound as 
is ghaſtly enaugh-to conſider 3 and tho' theAnguiſh is, in ſome meaſure, 
abated,and skin'd over by the Sovereign Balſom of Liberty, and the Re- 
ſtoration of our Church ater ing, br the Change and Alteration 
of the Air, affects Old Bruiſes, ſo the great Alterations and Changes 
in the State alarm us, eſpecially when they ſeem to proceed from 
Principles that have an Appearance of the Old Bloody Complexion. 
 Sufferings are not fo agreeable to Humane Nature, but we may 
ſtart at the Apprehenſions of Danger, how groundleſs ſoever they 
may be, without being Cenſur'd as Ridiculous. Tis no Crime to 
be afraid of the Fire that once ſcorcht us, and had almoſt Given the 
finiſhing Stroke to our Valuable Bleſſings. Whether any Proſpect of. 
this Kind preſents it ſelf from the Circumſtances 'we are in, let Im- 
partial Reaſon judge, and then we ſhall ſee whether ſuch an Altera- 
tion is not more than probable. Such Meaſures and Proceedings are 
intended to produce ſuitable Effects; the Means and the End 
bears ſome Proportion to each other. And whatever eventually 
proves otherwiſe, it is owing to the Over-ruling Hand of Provi- 
dence which often interrupts the Courſe of Humane Affairs, and di- 
rects to an End fo far beſides the Intentions of Men, that it juſtly 
challenges our Reverence to the Wiſdom of Divine Government, 
which can with ſo much eaſe ſuperſede the moſt pernicious Scheme 
of Humane Affairs, when it is neceſſary for ſome eminent Iltuſtration 
of his Glory, and the Safety of his People. It's well our Confi- 
dence is above Men, who commonly make Intereſt the Rule of Right. 
and Wrong, and only regard the Laws of Civil Societies and Huma- 
nity no further than juſt will ſerve a Turn, or elſe repreſent them- 
with ſuch falſe Gloſſes, as are only calculated to feed the Humour and 
Enmity of a Prevailing Faction. 

What can we expect as the Reſult of this Union, while ſuch a Law 
is in force as injoins the Sacramental Teft to be the Qualification of 
every Civil and Military Truſt. How can it be imagin'd that ever 
ſuch an Union can be for Common Good, or the Equal Intereſt of 
both Nations, when the Terms are ſo very unequal? The Founda- 
tions of our Government have been unhing'd ; our Fundamental Laws 
chang'd ; our Conſtitution quite alter d, and yet the Repeal of the 
Teft, which is. but one ſingle Law, can't be procured to Ormont the 
Coalition. It ſeems more like a political onqueſt of our Liberties. 
than a Union; while, by ſuch a Fence as this is, one Faction effe- 
Qually ſecures the Guardianſhip of it. This is a power in Reſerve, 
that if there is not a due Homage done to it, they will not find it 
difficult to ſtrain an Article to Oblige us to it. Articles are as little 
tikely to 1 — againſt Power, as the Lams of Sicily were againſt the 
Sord of Pompey. N 8 


without Reaſon, and the 
Weight, that I can hardly encourage my ſelf to enter upon any Ar- 


[5] 


This is a juſt Prejudice, and no inconſiderable Argument of our 


Fears; and the Quarrel we have commenc'd againſt it, is not found- 
ed upon Superficial Reaſons, or meer Civil Inconveniencies, tho' this- 


carrys a Weight ſufficient. But it isa Notorious Affront to Religion, 
a Scandal to a Chriſtian Nation, an Engine of Prophaneſs, contriv'd 
to undermine the Reverence that we ſhould bear to Divine Inſtitu- 
tions. It is turning Religion into a Common Waſte, and proſtitu- 
ting it to the meaneſt Services of Politick Contrivance, and forcing it 


to Lacquey after the Power and Intereſt of a Faction. 


But leaſt this ſhould fall under the Cenſure of a Heap of Words, 
without the Force of Reaſon and Eyidence, I ſhall repreſent its In- 
on_— „ 

1. With the Rule of our Holy Religion. 
2. With our Civil Imereſt. 


1. I ſhall repreſent the Inconſiſtency of this Lam, with the Rule 
of our ** tho“ Jam ſenſible whatever Argument comes 


from this Quarter, will be but of little Weight with Prophane Poli- 
ticians. Religion is the Subject of Burleſque, and too much the 


Common Scorn of the Age; and there is no further Regard to it, 
then as it ſerves the Politick Deſigns of thoſe that reach at nothing 
beyond their own Intereſt, it being only credited as a Scheme of 
Enthuſiaſin, and originally intended as an Artifice by their Prede- 
ceſſors, to draw in Perſons to their Party, and calculated as an Im 


fitfon upon Mankind to ſerve Secular Ends and Purpoſes. is 


would be an Affront to the Age we live in, if the Charge were not 

practices as ſtand in a di- 
rect Oppofition to the Doctrines and Rules of Religion ; and does: 
3 ſhew we are as much Brutify'd and ſunk into Senſuality, as 


juſtify d from ſuch Common Principles and 


if the World was winding up its Bottom, and we were Ripe for 


the General Conflagration. We run Parallel with the worſt of. 


Times, inſomuch that we may expreſs our ſelves in the Words of a 


Heathen Poet 5 8 75 
Quorum Steleri non invenit ipſa 
Nomen, & nullo poſuit Natura Metallo. 


* Juv. Sat. 


Religion is a Reproach to a Man's Character, and he ſeems in a 


manner, as Ridiculous as Noah did to the Old World, or Lot to the 
Svdomites, I could wifh all this Warmth was miftaken Zeal, and 
only the Effect of an 5 Pen; but it is too viſible to be 

onſideration of it preſſes me with that 


gument, that may ſeem like the Defence of Religion againſt the un- 
reaſonable Inſults of the Prophane Age. | 
Good, Sir 


excuſe this Digreſſion; I ſhall however proceed, and 


as Clearly as i can, evince the Contrariety of this Law to the Rules 


of our Holy Religion. 


1. It is apparent to all good Men, that this Teſt Act requires an 


End that muſt conſequently prophane it, and ſuch as bears no Propor- 
tion to the Original Deſign of it. 


Let's - 


| I 
Let's conſult the ſacred Oracles, and ſee how direct. Jeſus 


Matth. 26 : Px . 
tool Bread and bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave to the Diſciples, and ſaid, 
* Take eat, this is my Body Aud he wok the Cup and gave Thanks, and 


gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of it, for this is my Blood 4 | 
in 


New Teſtament, which is ſbed for many for the Remiſſion of Sins. 
Luk. 22.19. another Goſpel they are required to eat and drink in Remembrance of him. 
1 Cor. 11, This is the Account the Apoſtle Paul had received of the Lord, and 
23, 24 has given to us to do this in Remembrance of me. The Senſe of all 
| which amounts to this, that theſe common Elements ſhould be recei- 


ved as a Memorial of his Sufferings, in regard of the (ap, Occaſion, 


Manner, and Ends thereof. This is the plain End of the Inſtitution, 
and there is an Aptitude in all the Circumſtances of this great Solem- 
nity, and in the various Actions that are requir'd of us to give a juſt 
Repreſentation of the Extent of his Sufferings; and whatever ſubor- 
dinate Ends may be thought of or . in this, are ſuitable to the 
glorious End of his Dying for us. This Senſe is confirm'd by the Do- 
Arine of the Church of England, as contain'd in their Liturgy, Articles, 
and Homilies, and by the concurring Opinions of ſeveral of their 
Divines. . N | 
In the Lirurgy the Miniſter is directed to uſe this Exhortation be- 
fore the celebration of the Sacrament : Dearly Beloved, I purpoſe, thro' 
God's aſſiſtance, to adminiſter to all ſuch as ſhall be religionſiy and de vouii 
deſpos'd, the moſt comfortable Sacrament of the Body and Blood of Chrif, 
to be by them received in Remembrance of bis meritorious Croſs and Paſſion, 
at we alone obtain the Remiſſion of our Sins, and are made Partakers 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. | 
In Article 28. they ſay, It is 4 Sacrament of our Redemption by Chrift”s 
Death, inſomucb that ſuch as rightly, worthily, and with Faith receive the 
ſume, the Bread which we break is a partaking of Chriſt, and likewiſe the 
Cup of Bleſſing is a partaking of the Blood of Chriſt, 11 
Homily the ziſt, Nom with like or rather with more Brevny you ſhall 
hear bow many Sacraments there be that were inſtinaed by our Saviour 
Chriſt, and are to be continued and received of every Chriſtian in due T ime 
and 9 5 and for ſuch purpoſe as our Saviour Chriſt wilted them 16 be 
rYecelieda. 
Bp. Kidder The Opinions of all the moſt religious Divines harmonize in this 
in his Diſ- Point. Says one, The Ends of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper are 


courie of the ſe that follow : 1. The Renewal of that Covenant which we enter d into in 


8 Lord's our Raptiſin. 2. That we ſhould Remember the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in laying 

Puppet down his Life for us. 3. That Chriſtians might by it be united together in 
the ſtricteſt Bond of Love and Charity. 4. Another great End of this Sa- 
Crament is, That we might have a full aſſurance of God's Readineſs to beftow 
upon us a Pardon of our Sins, and the great Mercies of the Goſpel, which 
God hath declared bimſelf ready to beftow upon all thoſe who perform the 

Pelling's Conditions of rhe nem Covenant, , 

Diſcourſe Another ſays, This Myſtery was inftituted as a Federal and Covenant 

of the S. Rite, to be wied under the Goſpel, to engage all ſuch as uſe it io the ſtrict 

3 obſervation of that Religion which is eſtabliſh d by the Goſpel. 


I might 
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I might add numbers to the Confirmation of all this, who have 
writ upon this Subject, if it were not a treſpaſs upon your Patience. 
This is ſufficient to. determine the End of this Inſtitution, and that 
the ſecular Purpoſe this Teft- Ack principally aims at, is ſuch an into- 
lerable perverfion of the uſe of it, as is contrary to the perfect Rule 
of Faith, the Eſtabliſ d Doctrine of the Church of England, and the 
Sentiments of the moſt devout and judifious Members of it. 

How then is it poſlible to reconcile two ſuch differing Ends to this 
divine Inſtitution, unleſs there was ſomething in the Nature of it that 


was accommodated to anſwer both? For there is a vaſt Difference 


between eating and Ong to remember the Death of Chriſt, and 
to qualifie our ſelves for a Place in the Civil Government. Nay, Men 
8 driven to it to obtain a Licence to ſell Ale; for ſo low has 
theſe holy 4 4 been proſtituted, who perhaps have known no- 
thing of its Inſtitution, and conſider d no other uſe of it but the ſe · 
curing of ſome poor ſecular Advantage, which without taking they 
would have loft. Is there any thing in the Sacrament that has 
the leaſt Analogy or Reſemblance to ſuch a ſecular Deſign? Let's 

conſider the Signs and the Things 4 — Bread and Wine are the 
repreſenting Signs of his Body and Blood, whereby are fignified to 
us the Merit of his Paſſion, and all the glorious Effects of his Media- 


= tion, and the certainty of theſe Mercies to thoſe who by Faith apply 


them to themſelves. This is ſpiri 
eaten in 4 ſpiritual manner, and to ſpiritual ends and purpoſes ;, then what 
relation can a Civil Truſt have to ſuch a Spiritual Ordinance, unleſs 
you will carry it beyond the Intention of the firſt Author of it, or 
deſtroy the ſpiritual Signification and Senſe of this holy Myſtery ? 
Sure this is a Crime equal to that of the Corinthians, who had proſli- 
tated it to the Service of Luxury and Wantonneſs, and deſerves an 
equal degree of Puniſſiment. | 

Farther, It is an Inſolence beyond imagination, in uſurping an 4- 
thority which no Power on Earth can lay the leaſt Claim to, to apply 
divine Inſtitutions to ſuch Ends as only ſerve the Intereſt of Politick 
Societies; their Nature and Original, as has been ſaid, are ſo diſtinct 


from ſecular Affairs, as that they can't be intended or deſigned for 


ſuch an Accommodation. Therefore the ſupreme Power runs into 
an Exorbitancy which it has no Commiſſion for, to apply the Sacra- 
ment to ſuch an End as it is not-appropriated to; unleſs it can be 
{uppos'd that any are infatuated with this wild Imagination, that the 
Laws of Heaven, which are form'd by an unerring Wiſdom, can be 
ſubjected to the Amendments of Earthly Potentates. This would be 
ſuch a Liberty as our.own Civil Conftitution will not admit of; if the 
Laws are conſtrued to ſerve ſuch Purpoſes as are remote from the 
Reaſon and Deſign of them, it would. be dangerous, if not deſtru- 
ctive to the Legi/lative Power ;, therefore in ſome Caſes a Deviation 
from the Direction of the Law is made High Treaſon, as in that of 
Mony rais'd by Parliament, when it is alienated from the ſpecial Uſe 
they appropriate it to. And is it leſs Treaſon againſt — 
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[8] 
of Chriſt, to proſtitute his Laws to ſuch mean Uſes as they never 
were appointed to? Which muſt infer either an Invaſion upon his 
Prerogative, or elſe that it is within the Verge of humane Authority 
to pervert the Laws of Chriſt as may be moſt convenient for the com- 
mon [Intereſt of Civil Societies. 


What may be objected againſt this will be the Title Z the Act, 


which is, An Act for preventing Dangers which may happen from Popiſh 


Recuſants. | 

I do not at all queſtion the hearty Concurrence of all true Proteftants 
in promoting this Deſign. The frequent Attempts of that Party up- 
on our Religion and Conſtitution, had made it neceſſary to find out 
ſome proper Methods for our Common Security; but ſtill the Means 
ſhould be regular and correſpondent to the Rule of Juſtice and Equity. 
There are unlawful Means as well as Ends, and a Defe& in either 
does entirely cancel the virtue of the Action. We are not to do Evil 
that Good may come of it. How then can it be juſtified, to proſti- 
tute the moſt Sacred Myſteries of Religion in order to preſerve it ? 
This is but purging it of Superſtition to debauch it with the groſſeſt 
Immoralities, which certainly are more unſuitable to the Dignity and 
Deſign of Religion, and the moſt expeditious way to bring it into 
Contempt, aud to introduce Atheiſm ; beſides, it is a confiderable 
Reflection on the Wiſdom of the Nation, and alſo on the very Prin- 
ciples of the Reformation, as if they were built on ſo weak a Founda- 
tion, that nothing could be thought on for its Safety but ſuch Methods 
as ire inconſiſtent with the very End of Religion it ſelf. 


ut there might be a farther View in this, and it might be what 


many of the Promoters of this Law are more irreconcilable to, and 
that was, to Guard againſt what they call Fmaticiſm. This is a Term 
of Reproach, and a great Impropriety, unleſs it -could be juſtified 
from the Principles of Diſſenters in England, However, it was judg'd 
yroper enough to ſerve the purpoſe of branding Men of Conſcience 
with the moſt odious Character. If this Law did not ſpring from 
theſe malignant Principles, om it may be evident they had a power- 
ful Influence in the-patling of it, if there is any regard to the Obſer- 
vation of a worthy Gentleman that has writ upon this Subject, who 
expreſſes himſelf thus : 

But if you pleaſe, Sir, to recollect your ſelf, and call to Mind 
© that this Act of Parliament was made in that very Year that Alder- 
© man Tove complain'd in the Houſe of Commons of the Invaſion that 
King Charles I. had made upon the Law, in iſſuing a Declaration 
for Liberty of Conſcience againſt expreſs Acts of Parliament, (for 
Which that Gentleman hath been deſervedly had in very greatEſteem 
by Engliſhmen of all Perſuaſions) you may give a ſhrewd Gueſs out 
of whole Quiver this Arrow flew ; for altho' the Word Popiſh Rev 
cuſant was made uſe of, yet it is to me very plain, that the Prote- 
ſtant Recuſant was intended, and that out of Revenge, becauſe he 
was then ſo juſt to the Liberty and Property of the Subject in gene- 
ral, that he would rather abridge himſelf of his Liberty of ſervin 
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© God according to his own private Conſcience, than contribute any 


© thing to the placing a Diſpenſing Power in the Crown, of which our 
'© Laws are profoundly ignorant. 

This is the old Dance of Politicks that had its date in an Age where- 
in the Notions of Arbitrary Power had their firſt Riſe, and the prin- 
cipal Concern of the major Part of the Biſhops was to eſtabliſh their 
ſecular Dignity and Honour, tho” it was by introducing the higheſt 
Profaneneſs, on 277 to incapacitate Men of Piety, and thoſe that 
had any juſt ſenſe of the Liberty of Mankind, from making any Op- 
poſition. This is agreeable to the Account we have of Matters in the 


Reign of King James I. 


But among all the Dances that theſe Times were guilty of, none Hiſtory of 
© of the Maskerado's preſented ſo horrid a Vizard as the Churchman's. England, 


© For ſome of the Bi op pretending Recreations and Liberty to the Vol. 2. 
eople, (of which they carved to themſelves Pag 709. 


© Servants and common 
© too much already) procured the King to put out a Book to permit 

© Dancing about Maypoles, Church-Ales, and ſuch debauth'd Exer- 
© ciſes, upon the Sabbath-Day, after Evening-Prayer, (being a ſpeci- 
< ous way to make the King and them acceptable to the Rout) Which 
© Book came out with a Command enjoining all Miniſters to read it 
© to their Pariſhioners, and to approve of it; and thoſe that did not, 
© were brought into the High Commiſſion, impriſon d, and ſuſpended. 
© —- This Book being a Trap to catch ſome conſcientious Men that 
© they could not otherwiſe with all their Cunning enſnare; for they 
© would preach the Goſpel in a Fool's Coat, (as ſome of 'em expreſt it) 
© rather than be ſilenc'd for a Surplice; and their conjuring of them 
© with Croſs in Baptiſm, and the Circle of the Ring in Marriage. 
could not make a well-compos'd Reaſon and a ſound Conſcience then 
© ſtart at it : But when ſo frightful an Apparition as the Dancing-Book 
© appear'd, ſome of the Miniſters left all for Fear, others by Force, 
© they were ſo terrified with it. Theſe and ſuch- like Machinations of 
© the Biſhops, to maintain their temporal Greatneſs, Eaſe, and Plen- 
© ty, made the Stones in the Walls of their Palaces, and the Beam 


nin the Timber afterward cry out, moulder away, and come to no- 


thing: Whereas if thoſe in moſt Authority had not been ſo Pragma- 
< tical, but Holy, Prudent, and Godly Men, (as Archbiſhop Abbot 
© and others of the Function were) their Light might ſtill have ſhin'd 
© on the Mount, and not have gone out as it did, offenfive to the No- 


© ftrils of the Rubbiſh of the People. 


This was an ill Preſident to Poſterity, and it had ſo unhappy an In- Whitlock, 
fluence in the ſucceeding Reign, as to lead them to act the fame Part Page 17. 


over again, which met with the Diſguſt it was liable to from all good 
Men; and certainly was a Means, concurring with other arbitrary 
Proceedings, to ſpread about thoſe Prejudices as workt the Ruin of the 


Whole Hierarchy, This was a continued Vein of Politicks, and it was 


the ſame Scheme of Principles uſher'd in the Et Cetera Oath, Super- 
ſtition, and Innovations in Doctrine into the Church. Theſe Methods 


were ſo admirably ſuited to carry on the Deſign of a Deſpotick Inde- 
| | B pendent 
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pendent Church Government, that as ſoon as èver Epiſcopacy was 1 
reſtor d, they run into the ſame Meaſures. This was it that ſtrait- 3 
ned the Terms of Conformity, and required ſuch Solemn Declarations 1 
to all the Parts of the Prelatical Conſtitution. This gave Birth to 4 
that abſur'd Maxim of, No Biſbop, no King : And it had no ineonſi- 8 
derable Influence in paſling that Declaration, That it is not Lawful 
upon any Pretence whatſoever,to take Arms againſt the King, &c. and that | 
— ſhould not at any time endeavour any Alteration in Church or State. 3 
This was a plain Deſign 0 the Conſtitution, and of laying the * 


Foundations of Epiſcopal Juriſdiftion on the Ruin of our Liberty, 
and laying Snares for thoſe that wanted the Conſcience and Villany 4 
to betray the Liberties of their Country. This was ſeconded by the =_ 
Doctrines of Paſſive Obedience and Nonreſiſtance, which might ſtilf A 
have paſsd as a Current Article of the Doctrine of the Church, if | 
Providence had. not confuted it and reſcu'd our Libertys, which were * 
almoſt ſwallow'd up by it. All the Severities which fell upon Diſſen- A 
ters, the Teft Att, Occaſional Bill, were Branches ſpringing from the 4 
ſame Root of Bitterneſs, and r ane 4 intended to Diſarm Diſſen- 

ters of all Legal Power, and to render them uncapable of Sup- 

porting the Civil Intereſt of the Nation, which they were always 

zealous for. When all theſe Conſiderations are join'd together, how 
could it be expected that Divine Inſtitutions ſhould meet with the 
Regard which was due to them, when it was not Religion, but a 
Temporal Grandeur they principally endeavour'd to eſtabliſh; for 
it was impoſſible for Men of Sedateneſs and Conſideration, who had 
the leaſt generous Concern for the Honour of Religion, to venture 
upon ſuch Meaſures as notoriouſly tend to debaſe it to fo vile aPurpoſe, 
as to make it the Inſtrument of Oppreihon, and depriving Men of. 
their Natural — — and Liberties. N ; | 

2. Another Objection againſt this Act, ariſes from the Obligation 

| it lays on all in any Poſt in the Evil Government to take the Sacra- 
| {1 ment, without any Regard to the Fitneſs the Law of Chriſt requires - 
1 before we make our Approach to thoſe Solemn Myſteries. The 
1 Words of the Act are thus, And be it further Enacted, That all, and 
* every Perſon or Perſons that ſhall be admitted, entred, placed,” or talen 


into any Office or Offices, Civil or Military, or ſhall receive any Pay, Sa- 


lary, Fee or Wages, by reaſen of any Patent or Grant of bis Majefty. or 1 
ſhall have command or Place o Truſt from, or under 15 Man his 'P 
Heirs and Succeſſors, &c. ſhall Receive the Sacrament of the Lord's- E 


: LET Supper, according to the Uſage of the Church of England, &c. Is it 
not a juſt and a fair Inference from the Tenour of this Act, that the 
bearing any Office in the Civil Government, is ſuppos'd to be a ſufficient 
[i 8 for the Partaking of · the Lord's. Supper? Otherwiſe the 
it Obligation to ſo Solemn a Duty, ſhould have been limited to thoſe + 
. Qualifications Chriſt hath required, and which are ſuitable to the Na- 
ture of the Inftitution. But what Reſpect is there to this? Is it 
not then a. Notorious Invaſiòn of the Prerogative of Chriſt, and a ſu- 
perſeding of his LAw as. Unneceſſary? Does it not ruin the Fenoes 


= 


right and worthy Eftimation and Underſtanding of this Myſtery. 


(47 


that Chriſt hath ſet up to guard „ the irreverent Uſe of ſuch S4- 


cred Symbols of his Preſence. The further Conſideration of this 
will make it appear more plain and evident. Therefore I ſhall re- 


preſent, 


1. What the Law of Chriſt-reveal'd in Scripture does require. 
2. The Inconſiſtency of this Act to the Rule of Scriptures. 


1. What the Law of Chriſt reyeal'd in Scriptures does require as 
as a neceſſary Qualification to our Partaking of the Lord's Supper. 
This is eaſily reſolved from this Paſſage of Scripture. * But 15 a Cor. 11. 


Man examin himſelf, and ſo let bim eat of that Bread, and drink 28, 29. 
of that Cp; for he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 


wn f et 
rinketh Damnation to hi mſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's-Body. The 


Senſe of this Text will be beſt receiv'd as adjuſted by the ſtated Do- 
Arine of the Church of. England, and by the Fama of their moſt 
eminent Divines. | 

* The Common 1 gives this Account of it, that they might be * Exhort 
worthy Partakers of the Lord's-Supper. Firft examin your Lives and before the 
Converſations by the Rules of God's Commandments, and wherein ſoever Sacrament, 
ye ſhall perceive your ſelves to have offended either by Will, Word, or 
Deed, there 2 own Sinſulneſs, and to Confeſs your ſelves to Al- 
mighty God with full Purpoſe by Amendment of 1 
* Again, Dearly Beloved in the Lord, ye that mind to come to Exhort- 
© the Holy Communion of the Body and Blood of our Saviour Chriſt, at the time 


© muſt conſider how St. Paul exhorteth all Perſons diligently to t * 
ring t 


Land examine themſelves before they preſume to eat of that Bread, + ig 


© and drink of that Cup; for as the Benefit is great, if with a true -** 

© penitent Heart and lively Faith we receive that Holy Sacrament, 
n 9 — then we Spiritually eat the Fleſh of Chriſt and drink his 

© Blood, then we dwell in Chriſt and Chriſt in us, we are one with 


© Chriſt, and Chriſt with us * So is the Danger great, if we re- 
0 


© ceive the ſame unworthily. r then we are guilty of the Body 


and Blood of Chriſt our Saviour 4.90 eat and drink our Damna- 


© tion, not conſidering the Lord's- Body: We kindle God's Wrath 
© apainſt us, we provoke him to plague us with diverſe Diſeaſes and 
© ſundry kinds of Death. 

So in the Book of Holes there are Directions to the ſame Pur- Hm. 27. 
poſe. * Wherefore that it be not ſaid to us as it was to the Gueſt of that p. 282 
Great Supper: Friend, hom camft thou in hither, not having the Mar- 
riage Garment, * And that we may fruitfully uſe St. Paul's Counſel : Matt. 22, 
Let a Man prove himſelf, and ſo eat of that Cup: We muſt certainly 1 Gor. W. 


| know that three things be requiſite in him which would ſeemly, and as be- 


cometh ſuch High Myſteries, reſort to the Lord's Table, that is firſt a 


- 


2. To come in a ſure Faith, 
. To have Newneſs or Pureneſs of Life, to ſuccetd the Receiving of 


B 2 Dr. 


3 


the ſame. 
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the careleſs Gſcitancy and fatal Stupidity of the World, in never 


thereby convinc'd (tho he could comply with the Vſage of the Church 


| E 12 1 


* Dr. Hummond delivers his Opinion confonant to this in his Pra. 
ical Catechiſm. Queſt. What is required of them which come to the 


Lord's Supper? | | 
Anſ. No more but that every Man is infinitely concern'd to have 
© his Soul always pofſeſt with every part of that Preparation ; that 


* fo muchas conſidering whether they have any of them or no, is a 
* moſt prodigious Thing; that the time of preparing our ſelves for 
© the Sacrament, is a very fit time for that Examination; that till 
© that be done, and all and each of thoſe Graces found fincere in our 


© Hearts, we ought not to come to that Holy Sacrament : The 

© Particulars of which we muſt thus examine, and which we muſt 

© thus require of our ſelves, are five, r. True Repentance. 2. A. 
Purpoſe to lead a new Life; a Reſolution to reform all, and 


© ſtedfaſt 
© that Reſolution ſuch as will ſtand faſt in the Hour of Tryal and 
© Temptation. 3. A lively Faith in God's Mercy thro' Chriſt ; a 
© Faith, and that a Vital one. 4. A Thankful Remembrance and 
* Commemoration of his Death. 5. Charity with all Men. 


It would be endleſs, as well as unneeeſſary, to add the Opinions of 


as many of the moſt eminent and devout Church men as agree in 
this, having offered what is ſufficient to-lay before you the Qualifica- 


tion which 1s required of all thoſe that Partake of. the Lord's-Supper. 
Certainly, if there was no Obligation from any oe yet the 


very Nature and Deſign of the Inſtitution requires it. remem- 


bring the Death of Chriſt is a ſolemn engaging our ſelves to a Confor- 


mity to him, and to anſwer all the Ends of his Dying for us, elſe to 
what purpoſe, if we conſider this purely as a Religious Action, do 


we celebrate the Lord's-Supper. If Atheiſm, Ignorance, Impeni- 
Bars to the Partaking of the Sacrament, | 


tence, Prophaneſs, are no 
what Regard is there then to a Divine Conſtitntton, wherein all the 
Methods of our Proceeding in this Affair are ſettled ? Or how (fince the 
Church is oblig'd to admit ſuch rage can they reconcile their 
Doctrine and Practice, when ſuch offer themſelves to their Commu- 
nion, Whoſe Principles and Practices render them . por unca pa- 
bte according to their own ſettled and ſtated Doctrine! 

2. It will eaſily appear (if theſe are the Qualifications which are 
required by the Law of Chriſt ) that this Law is inconſiſtent with it. 


1. If a Man does examine himſelf 1 the Rule the Apoſtle 


preſcribes in the Account he gives of this Inſtitution; and if he is 


of. England ) that the Receiving of the Bleſſed Sacrament as a Quali- 


fication for a Civil Truſt,is inconſiſtent with the Nature and End of 


ſo Holy an Inſtitution. Therefore he is afraid to comply with it, leaſt, by 
eating and drinking for ſuch unworthy Ends, he ſhonld he guilty of 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt, and eat and drink Damnation to him- 


ſelf. Yet this Law incapacitates him, however great his Ability may -- 


e Government. 


ve, for the Serving of t 
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2. If a Man be convinc'd that he is really unfit by his Exceſs and 


De bauchery; and that it would be the * * Prophaneſs to receive 
the Lord's- Supper, while blemiſhed with fo many Immoralities, (tho 


- otherwiſe a Member of the Church of England ) yet he muſt venture 


on his Damnation, or looſe his Office. And is not this then a barba- 

rous Impoſition to fetter Men with ſuch dangerous Temptations, 

that either they muft comply againſt the Force of their Conviction, 

or looſe all means of a preſent Subſiſtence, and thereby expoſe them- 

ſelves and their Families to Beggary. This is confirm'd by an Inſtance 

that would ſtrike one with Horror to mention, which I ſhall relate 

in the Words of an Author of undoubted Credit. We cannot but The k 
© often remember what happened 3 or 4 Years ago a Man that led MS. robe 
© an ill Life, but frequented the Church, was obſerv'd not to come on of the 
© to the Sacrament, and preſs'd by the Officers to come; he yet de- Caſe of 
© clin'd, knowing himſelf unfit, At length being threatned and ter - Diflenters, 


© rified came; but faid to ſome preſent at the time of that Solemn in a Sheer, 


Action, that he came only to avoid being undone, and took them byMr.How. 
© to Witneſs, that what he there receiv'd, he took only as Common 


_ © Bread and Wine, not daring to receive them as the Body and Blood 


© of Chrift, . | 
3. If a Man is never fo incapable and unfit for this Holy Commu- 
nion by profeſt Infidelity, or Ignorance of the Nature and End of 


this Inſtitution, or by being onilty of the greateſt Enormities againſt 


the Rule of Religion, or Common Humanity; yet the Church is ob- 
lig'd to receive him, if he offers himſelf to that Sacrament, in order 
to qualifie himſelf for ſome Poſt in the Civil Government, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Doctrine and Order of the Church to the contrary. 

r. It's apparent the Law requires it of all Perſons, without any 
Limitation, as has been before expreſs'd. 

2. It is the Opinion of ſome, that the Miniſter, who refuſes the - 
Sacrament to any bearing Office, is not only liable to Suſpenſion, 
but reſponſible for all the Damages ſuch a Perſon ſuffers by the Re- 


3. Uſually the Perſons are nęver queſtioned, the Practice is ſo ge- 
neral, that it would be difficult to find an Exception, inſomuch 
that it ſeems as if it was no matter how ill a Character a Perſon - 
bore, if it can be covered with the Name of Church- man; which is 
an undeniable Demonſtration that it is not the Honour of Religion, 
but the Secular Intereſt of a Party that is principally regarded. What 

is more oppoſite to the whole Deſign and Conſtitution of Religion 
than Immorality ? The Intendment of it is principally to reform the 
World. And ſhould not the Church act purſuant to this End? Tis 


the Church that ought to recommend it, and to enforce it with 


theſe Arguments it propoſes, to anſwer ſo glorious a Purpoſe. - It is 
notorious the Church of 5 has degenerated from this End, 
by admitting ſuch to their Communion, as are a Scandal to our 
Common Faith. This miglit be avouch'd 14 who have the leaſt 


Converſation with Mankind, and it would be endleſs to produce | 
| | the 


5 j 


the Matters of Fact which might be heap'd up to evidence the Truth 
of this. If one was to make a Scrutiny into the Lives of all the Ci- 
-vil and Military Officers of the Kingdom, however capable they 
might be for the Service of the Nation; yet one would be at a loſs to 


would be thought inconfiſtent with that Reverence that is due to it , 
5 and 


„ | 


apprehend whether many of em had any: Senſe of Chriſtianity,unleſs 
it can be ſappos'd that the higheſt Profaneneſs can ever be reconcil'd to 


it. It is in a manner become as common as a Proverb among Sea Officers 


to make this profane Invitation, Come, let's go and take the Sap And 
yet this Law qualifies theſe Wretches to be Partakers of the moſt 
Solemn Myſteries of Religion. Who knows not that Curſing, and 
Swearing, and Drukenneſs, is their common Character; and are 
theſe ſo conſiſtent with the Rules of Chriſtianity as to imagin them 


fit Members of any Chriftian Church? 
This Leaven of Profaneneſs has ſpread it ſelf throughout the far 


greater number of both Civil and Military Officers : There wants 


Words to expreſs the Atheiſm, and Blaſphemy, and innumerable 
Impieties that are commonly vented ; and yet that they ſhould be 
receiv d ag Members of the Church of England, is ſtrange and unaccoun- 
table, when by their avow'd Principles and Practices they are Ene- 
mies to the very being of any Religion. There are ſuch evident Rea- 


© ons __ this Practice as can't well be anſwer'd. 


t is contrary to the Doctrine and Rules of the Church of England, 


1. 


as expreſs'd in the Liturgy and Canons, The Liturgy, as is before 
mention'd in the Exhortation before the Sacrament, Advertiſes and 
Admoniſhes ſuch ſort of People, that they do not in any wiſe preſume to 


come; and adds likewiſe, That it is to be adminifter'd to thoſe that are 
religiouſly diſpos'd. The 25th Canon is to the ſame ſenſe. What ſig- 
niftes theſe Doctrines and Rules of Diſcipline without a due Regard 
to the Execution of them ? But what room is there to hope for this, 
while the Law of the Land lays waſte the Doctrine of the Church, 


and abſolutely blunts the Edge of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, which 
the more licentious Clergy (who are the major Part) are willing e- 


nough to connive at, as quanta, To Tendency to ſecure their ſecular 
Preferments, which is the only Thing they aim at? 


2. It is a conſiderable Reflection on the Clergy of the Church of Eu- 


gland, as if they were wanting to repreſent thoſe Grievances to the 
Parliament which ſuch a Law oppreſſes them with, by laying ſo many 
Remora's in their way to a conſcientious Diſcharge of their Miniſte- 
rial Office. Here is a Man ſwallow'd up in Debauchery, that has 
found Intereſt or Mony enough to prefer him to ſome Truſt in the 
Government: The Law requires them to adminiſter the Sacrament 
to him; but with what Conſcience can they do it, without betraying 
the Ends of their Office, and giving up the Canons and Doctrines o 
the Church as inſignificant Trifles ? Does not this look like the high- 
eſt Prevarication and Partiality, that there ſhould be ſo much Zeal 
ſpent about a Ceremony, and 0 little againſt the approach of the 
groſſeſt Immoralities ? To give the Sacrament wi Kneel 
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and yet that it ſhould be 2 to the Dignity of it, to give it 
to one that wants all the 


Marks of Sobriety, is a Riddle paſt 
my Comprehenſion : And it would be a particular SatisfaGhion 
to all good People, . to know how the Clergy can clear themſelves of 
that Reproof our Saviour gave the Phariſees, That they were Conſcien- 
tious about Tithing of Mint, and Cummin, and Annice; but neglected 
the weightier Things of the Lam. | | 
3. This ſtrengthens thoſe of Atheiſtical Principles in their Prejudi- 
ces againſt Religion 4, and has ſome weight in it to confirm their Opi- 
nion, that Religion is only a Device of Politick Contrivance, and. 
calculated to reconcile the Populace to an eaſier Subjection to the Ci- 
vil Government, Tho' this might be eaſily confuted on other Princi- 
les, yet it is impoſſible our Scheme of Politicks ſhould give any So- 
ution to it. For while Religion is proſtituted to ſecutar Purpoſes, . 
and made uſe of to = a Man for an Office, who. will the next 
Moment affront the Rules of it with the roſſeſt immoralities; and 
while it is made uſe of to Monopolize all Power, and put it into the 
Hands of one Faction; while it is made uſe of to deprive Men of | 
their Natural Right, who have an equal Privilege to the Benefit of 
the Law; nay generally ſuch as are more united in their Zeal for the 
ueen and the Preſent Government, and the legal Liberty of the Sub- 
jet; It muſt needs eſtabliſh their Principles, and expoſe the Honour 
of Religion, while it is made fo viſible a Pretence to ſerve ſuch Ends 
as have not the leaſt affinity to it. | | 
It gives the greateſt Encouragement to Debauchery and Profane- 
neſs, hile 3 makes no difference between Vice and Virtue, 
but gives a Toleration without diſtinction, to all Good and Bad, to 
come to the Sacrament; and likewiſe lays a Reftraint upon Eccleſi- 
aftical Authority, which ought to be exerciſed for the Regular Admi-. 
niſtration of Divine Inſtitutions, and to preſerve the Dignity of Re- 
ligion; what can we expect but a flood of Wickedneſs to break in 
upon us, when the Fences are deſtroy'd which were ſome Security 
ainſt the invading Corruptions of Men? [It is this that hardens 
en in their Wickedneſs, and brings Religion into Contempt; or at: 
leaſt it feeds ſuch a fatal Preſumption as this is, that Eating an Drink-. 
ing at the Lord's Table is a ſufficient Indication of their Title to, and 
Fitneſs for Eternal Life, * Beſides the Injury this does to Religion, 
it is ſuch a Treachery to the Souls of Men as will admit of no Com- 
poſition. This Practice converts the Table of our. Lord into a Table 
of Devils, and ſeemingly repreſents as if Chri#t and Belial were now 
reconcil'd; which renders it abhor'd by all good Men, as the great-: 
eſt Reflexion that poilibly can be thrown upon Religion, and upon 
the Honour of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, . : 
Thus far this Teſt Act has been conſider'd as it ſtands in oppoſition. 
to the Rules of Religion; and however inconſiderable the. Arguments 
may appear to ſome, yet they are thought-by others ſufficient to.give: - 
a juſt Prejudice to this Law, as requiring that which interferes With 
that hanourable Eſteem that is due to divine. Inſtitutions. z n. 


4 


63 
it will create a perpetual Abhorrence in the Hearts of all good Men 
againſt ſuch Compliances as viſibly tend to the Proſtitution of the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt. I ſhall trouble you with no more upon 


this Head, but ſhall conſider it in relation to our Civil Intereſt, and 


endeavour to repreſent to you its Inconſiſtency unto that as well as to 
our holy Religion. Here I muſt follow it in a wide Compaſs, and 
trace it in all the malignant Influences that it has upon the Common 
Good of Great-Britain and Ireland. 


I ſhall begin with England, where this Law had its firſt Riſe, and 


ſhall ſubmit it to the unprejudic'd Judgment of any, whether it is 
not Repugnant to the real Intere#F of England, a Weakning of our 
Conſtitution, and of the happy Settlement and Government we are un- 


der. To illuſtrate this Matter with all the Evidence and Light I can, 


it will be neceſſary to give, 1. Some Account of the Principles an 
Behaviour of Diſſenters, whom this Law affects, and puts on the 


fame Level with Papiſts, as if they were equal Enemies to our Con- 
ſtitution and Government, 2, I ſhall advance thoſe Reaſons that ren- 


der it impolitick. | ON 
1. It will be neceſſary to give a View of the Principles of Diſſenters, 


which are not to be underſtood of their Religion, but of Govern- 


ment. Were their Adverfaries admitted to be competent Judges of 
this Matter, as far as I am able to inform my ſelf, their Principles 
are repreſented with a quite different Turn than what they are in 


reality; which can admit of no other Interpretation, than an ill De- 
ſign of rendring them Obnoxious, and to juſtify all the Severities 
they have been loaded with, and if it were poſlible, fo aggravate and 


increaſe their Hardſhips. | | 

It is evidentthe Diſſenters in England (ſuppoſing ſome few to have 
imbib'd Republican Principles, tho probably upon Scrutiny ſcarce one 
in Ten thouſand would be found to acknowledge the Charge) have 
been free in declaring for the Liberties of Mankind, againſt the U- 
ſurpations of all Governments,  diſtinguiſh'd by what Kind or Form 
ſoever, as being contrary to the Fundamental Rights and Freedom 
they derive from the Law of Nature. This Principle has led them 
into a Fondneſs of the Conſtitution of the Civil Government of their 


own Native Country; which they can't but judge has provided a 


happy Accommodation between a Deſpotick Monarchy, and the 
Confuſion that a meer Commonwealth lies expos'd to; and has fo 


adjuſted the Bounds of the Sovereign Authority, that it can't exert; 


it ſelf without an illegal diſpenſing Power, to the Ruin of the Rights 
and Property of the Subject. 

zealous Aſſerters of the Civil Liberties of their Country, againſt the 
Encroachment of Arbitrary Power; and have e 2 declared 
againſt ſuch Maxims as were only calculated to feed the Extravagant 
Luſt of Dominion, to wit, Megal Prerogatives, Diſpenſing Power, Un- 
limited Extent of Kingly Authority, the divine Right of Lineal Suc - 
ceſſion, the Do&rine of Paſſive Obedience and Non Reſiſtance; afl 
which was once almoſt the only Goſpel that was preach'd m"_ the 
1 | a Ipit, 


. Upon which account they have been 
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they ever abet or draw a Pen in the de 
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Pulpit, and vented as current Divinity, till it brought them to the 
proſpect of ſuch a Scene of Miſery as confuted this wild Hypotheſis, 
and gave them a juſt Reaſon to ſuſpect that this was preparatory to 
their own Bondage, and to a form'd Conſpiracy, under the Mask 
of Authority, againſt the Proteſtant Religion and Civil Liberty : So 
vaſt a difference 1s there between Speculation and Experience; for no 
Argument, however juſt and cogent, could ever have been ſufficient 
to bd bated theſe deſtructive Notions, that might have prov'd fo 
fatal in the Conſequence, had not Arbitrary Power felt ſo heavy that 
the Burden became intolerable. 

It is own'd theſe were not the Ur rap of Diſſenters ;, nor did 

ence of them; but the con- 

trary, as has been declar'd, has been the unanimous Sentiment of 
the whole Body. Had they been charg'd with Principles of this Na- 
ture, the Accuſation which is drawn up againſt them would have been 
ſet off with the greater Pretence and colour of Reaſon, That in the 
Time of King James they fell in with the Meaſures of Diſpenſing 
Power. It is probable a Releaſe from long and ſevere Proſecutions 
might tranſport ſome of them beyond the Rules of Decency in their 
Expreſſions of Joy; or at leaſt if we conſider the particular Perſon 
that preſented the Addreſs ſo much inſiſted upon, the Pardon of a 
Son might carry fatherly Affection beyond the Rule of Reaſon : 80 
allowing upon the whole for the common Infirmities of humane Na- 
ture, and the Weakneſs of Mens Paſſions, this is eaſily Excuſable. 
However, in all theſe Addreſſes there was no expreſs Concurrence 
to any of the Arbitrary 1 of thoſe Times, and that the 
Majority of 'em were againſt the Diſpenſing Power, tho' they had 
immediate Eaſe from Perſecution by it, is own'd by Roger Coke in his 
Detection, tho' he was a profeſs'd Enemy to their Diſſent. And 'tis 
evident in it ſelf, that there were never any ſuch Politick Maxims 
advanc'd by them, as had any Tendency to betray the Liberties of 


their Country. | 


Let us now take a View of their Conduct and Behaviour, which 
will furniſh us with the faireſt Comment on their Principles, and give 
the cleareſt Repreſentation how far they are Friends or Enemies to 
the Intereſt of their Country; by which it will appear whether they 
are to be truſted in any Place in the Civil Government. It will be 
neceſſary to anticipate all Objections, eſpecially ſo weighty a one as 
that of Rebellion againſt K. Charles I. which they are commonly charg'd 
with, and has been made uſe of to juſtifie all rigorous Proceedings 
againſt them ; but with what Juſtice this can be faſtned upon them, 
I ſhall leave to your impartial Conſideration. | | 

In the clearing up this, I ſhall: offer the Reaſons, 1. That drew 
the Parliament into this War: 2. Conſider the Conſequences of it, 
and how far the Presbyterians were concern'd in both of them, 


= l 
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7: Tt is a Principle of undoubted Certainty, and on which the late 
glorious Revolution turn'd, * That the Civil Conſtitution is founded 
_ * Lords upon Contract, whereby the People have not entirely ſubjected them- 
Debates in ſelves to the arbitrary and uncertain Will of the Prince, without re- 
the Con. c ſerving ſome Right and Liberties to themſelves. According to the 
eh . Tenour of this Contract, the eſſential Branches of the Supreme Pow 
Contract. er are ſhar'd between the Prince and People; and if you regkon up 
all the Integrating Parts of it, there is only a Moiety lodg'd in the 
Perſon of the Prince. Legiſlation, which is the moſt eminent and 
conſiderable Part of Sovereigniy, belongs to the Two Houſ:s of Parlia- 
ment, as well as to the Prince; and whatever Claims he may make to 
the Executive Power, yet he is under ſuch legal Reſtrictions, that 
his Authority reaches no farther than the Law allows of. | 


2. Whether the People have a Power to defend the reſerved R:gbrs 
and Liberties, is a Queſtion eaſily determin'd. The Original Compact 
entitles them to this, or elſe it is Four they have no Security at all 
for their Conſtitution, but it would be ruin'd at the pleaſure of any 

Pr. without Oppoſition, who ſhould once be affected with the Charms 
of Arbitrary Power. Beſides, this is a natural Inference from the Law 
of Nature, That formed Societies are under as real Obligations to 
defend the Rights and Liberties wherein the common Good and Inte- 
weſt of the whole Body is concern'4, as private Perſons can be from 
the Principles of Self-Preſervation to defend themſelves againſt all un- 


juſt Aſſaults, 


3. That the Rights and Liberties of the People were Invaded by 
King Charles I. is notorious enough: The Ship-Money, Loans, New 
Oaths impoſed upon the Subject, and other arbitrary Taxes, ; 
without conſent of Parliamem, is a ſufficient Evidence. To enume- 
rate all the Evils of that Reign, would be endleſs. The Princi- - 

les of Deſpotick Power were .openly abetted and promoted; the 
avs of the Land and Liberty of the Subject were under a continu'd 
Violation; which wrought the Kingdom into ſuch a Ferment, that 
nothing but Violence could reſcue an Invaded Conſtitution, and Civil 
Liberty from the Approaching Chains of: Slavery and miſerable Bon- 
dage. It was not the legal Authority of the Prince which met with 

{ much oppoſition, but Dominion without Law; for had one been 
the meaſure of the other, it is not likely, nor could there have been 
any juſtifiable Pretence for throwing the Nation into ſuch a dreadful 


Convulſion. 


4. Suppoſing all theſe Principles to be falſe, and the Charge true in 
all the Circumſtances of it, as repreſented by the * Party; 
that is, if the Oppoſition made by the Parliament to thoſe Arbitrary 


Meaſures be really Rebellion, how or: which way can this be charg'd . 
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on the Diſſenters Jas Principals in the Attempt ? Unleſs this can be 
made good, it is unfair to make that to be the diſcriminating Chara- 
cter . a Diſſenter, as if only the Principles and Practice of Rebellion 
center'd in them. If fo, how came it to paſs that Archbiſhop Abbot 
5 : was Suſpended for refuſing to Licence Montagu's Book, which was 
et | writ with a deſign to encourage the extenſive Reach of Arbitrary 
1 Power? Has not Biſon, Andrews, Hooker, Jewel, who were glorious 
E) E Ornaments of the Church, wrote in the Juſtification of theſe Princi- 
|: les? Was not the Biſhop of Glouceſter Suſpended for refuſing to 
9 Syyear never to alter the Government of the Church? Was it only 
the Presbyterians or the major part of them who made up that Parlia- 
ment? The contrary to this will appear upon Enquiry from as good 
Aut as any who tranſmit to us the Hiſtory of thoſe Times. 
* He ſays the Parliament that firſt took up Arms againſt the King, gaxter's 
was Epiſcopal and Eraſtian; and that many of the > Ops 


rs OWu d Life, part 
they knew but one Presbyterian in the Houſe of Commons. The Ge- the 3d. 
neral the E. of Eſſex was a Conformiſt, and the far greater part of page 149. 
the Officers ſuch. Arch-biſhop William's engag d in the Parliaments Ser- | 
vice, and divers others of the Conformable Clergy. The Presbyte- 
rians made fo very inconſiderable a Figure, that they were not in 
a Capacity to give any Check to the Exorbitancy of thoſe Times, or 
to contribute much to the Diſorder of them : That upon the Whole, 
it is manifeſt the Church of England led the Van, and the moſt that 
can be ſaid of the Presbyterians, they were only Acceſſaries to this 
Rebellion. | 
hut it may be objected as ſtrange and unaccountable, that a Church 
Parliament ſhould pull down the Church. 

The Divine Right of Epiſcopacy was rather a Novel than an Eſta- 
bliſh'd Principle, and it was not ſo viſible what Form of Church Go- 
vernment was of Divine Inſtitution. It was plain that Epiſcopal Ju- 
riſdiction was founded on the Laws of the Land, which was a Con- 
ſtitution reconcileable enough to the Parliament. Had not Laud and 

his Faction, by affecting an Independency of Power on the Civil Go- 
vernment, brought it into Abhorrence, as appear'd by encouraging 
ſuch Doctrines as were contrary to the Articles of the Church of Eng- 
land, by bringing Innovations into the Church, and by labuuring to 
debauch the Nation with a Book of Sports, by impoſing new Oaths on 
the Clergy, without Conſent of Parliament. Theſe, in Concurrence 
with many other Things, made them lookt upon as Dangerous Ene- 
mies to the Conſtitution : So that it was a graſping at a Power the 
Law never gave them, that blew up the whole Hierarchy. And no 
wonder the Nation was alarm'd when they not only beheld, but felt 
the Church and State degenerating into ſuch an intolerable Tyran- 
ny, as would have ended in the entire Subverſion of their Religious 
and Civil Rights and Liberties. 

2. However acceſſary the Preshyterians were to the beginning of this 
War, yet certainly they were far from juſtifying the unhappy Conſe- 


quences of it. The Liberty of England was ſo interwoven 9 
| - | u- 
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Conſtitution, that they ſaw no Reaſon to eſpouſe any Opinion incon- 
ſiſtent with its Preſervation : And upon this Account they as warmly 
remonſtrated againſt all the Deſigns of the Parliament upon the Con- 
flitution, * Accordingly there were early Attempts niade to have 
removed Cro,zwel/, whoſe Conduct gave Suſpicion of ſome other De- 
ſigns, than what were conſiſtent with the Intereſt of the King and 
ra + But his Power in the Army was too Great for the Oppo- 

tion. | E 
Did not their Friends in the Houſe declare the King's Conceſſions 
from the J/e of Wight, a ſufficient ground of Peace? For which the 
Army, by the underhand and ſubtle Management of Cromwell, turn'd. 
them out of their Places in Parliamem. Did not the Presbyterians 
make a Bold Remonſtrance againſt bringing the King to Tryal, and 
cutting off his Head? Did they not oppoſe the War Cromwell made 
upon Scotland? Was it not upon the Account of their being Favour- 


ers to the King and Kingdom, that ſeveral Presbyterian Miniſters were 


uß both our Laws and Li 
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impriſoned; and for which Mr. Love loſt his Head, notwithſtanding 
the invidious Reflections that are thrown upon him? Did they not 
declare 9 the Rump, refuſe the Engagemem and the Obſervation 
of their Faſt and Thankſgiving-Days. after they had chang'd the Cauſe? 
Did they not declare apainſt the Uſurpation of Oliver; and after all 
the Politick Arts he could uſe, he could never draw them into his In- 
tereſt ? Did they not in Conjunctiot with ork bring in the King, 
when the Epiſcopal Party were not in a Condition to do him much 
Service? By all which we may judge; If the Civil Conſtitution be the 
{tated Meaſure of the Intereſt of the Kingdom, they are far greater 
Friends to their Country, than thoſe, whoſe continued Deſigu has been 
to encourage Prerogative, and other Arbitrary Methods, to ſwallow 
res,, | ; 

* Tho' the Presbyterians were Zealous for the Reſtoration of Ring 
Charles the Second, and as it happen'd at the Expence of their own 
Eaſe and Liberty; yet they were tenacious of their Old Principle of 
keeping cloſe to the Conſtitution againſt all the Arbitrary Encroach- 
ments of his Reign. They neither abetted his Prerogative, or Dil- 
penſing Power ; witneſs the Speech Alderman Love made in the Houſe 
of Commons, Nay, when the Folly and Rage of a Faction had found 
Intereſt to Paſs ſuch a Bill, wherein ſuch an Oath was required, T hat 
it was not lawful, upon any Pretence whatſoever, io take up Arms 
againſt the King, &c. The Generality of them refus'd it, and ra. 
ther choſe a Banifhment five Miles from a Corporation, than to juſtifie 
any Conduct that had any Tendency to betray the Liberties of 
their Country. | 

Their Opinion and Honeſty in this Reſpe& were ſufficiently. juſti-- 
fy'd by the Lords in Parliament; * for when the Biſhops would have 
impos'd the ſame Oath on the Lords and Commons, ſeveral of the - 
Lords, who look'd upon it as a Project to divide the Proteſtants and 
ſtrepgthen the Popiſh Party, entered their Proteſtation againſt * 1 
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dom. 
This ſerves at leaſt as an Argument that they are a fort of People 


who underſtand the true Intereſt of their Country, and are willing 
at any time to ſacrifice their Eaſe rather than betray it. It was not 


without ſome Hazard to their Lives and Eſtates, that they fell in with 
the General Senſe of the Nation of Excluding the Duke of York from 


the Succeſſion : Tho the Z:/bops then gave a Diſappointment to their 
Hopes, yet, when Neceility had corrected their Miſtake, the Diſſen- 
ters preſently gave up their Reſentments to the Publick Good, and 


fell in with all ſuch Meaſures as were neceſſary for the Churches Se- 


curity againſt Popiſ and Arbitrary Deſigns; tho' the Church had 
as little Rea ſon to expect their Friendſhip, as they had contrary to 


all Humanity, to proſecute them with ſuch a Scene of Hardſhips 3 


yet their Generoſity, as well las Love to the Common Safety, pre- 


vail'd over Prejudices, which, if they had given vent to them, might 


at that time have prov'1 detrimental to the whole Kingdom, Thus 
if Matters of Fact are any Evidence to juſtifie the Conduct of Dif 
ſenters, they are avowed Friends to the Conſtitution and Liberty of 


their Country, and not ſuch a Pack of intolerable Rebels as the ſecret 


Enemies of the Kingdom, or Bigots to a Faction, would repreſent 
them; but that without any Hazard to the Government, or our pre- 


ſent Settlement, they may be ſafely entraited with any part of the 


Civil Adminiſtration. 


It is therefore requiſite to offer this Queſtion, Where is the Poli 
of excluding ſuch a ſort of People from the Management of the At- 


fairs of the Civil Government? It is the Intereſt of all Govern- 


ments to make their Foundation as large and as ſecure as poſſihle, eſ- 


pecially when there is a pretended Claim to the Crown, and back'd. 


with ſuch potent and politick Adverſaries, as requires the utmoſt 
Care and Diligence to Counterwork them; for ſhould ſuch a Claim 
take Place, the Conſequences would be the utter Subverſion of the 


Proteſtant Religion, and the Freedom we enjoy under an Engliſh Go- 
vernment, Can our Strength then be too powerful, or our Union 

too firm? Can we uſe too much Caution? Who can call it Wiſe -*- 

dom or Prudence to keep open our Breaches? Or to nouriſh ſuch 


Principles as muſt keep up our Diviſions, which is certainly a Risk 
in the time of Publick Danger, unleſs there were the ſtrongeſt. 


Reaſons to ſupport them. But how this will appear, I ſhall freely- 


lay before you. | 
1. To admit Proteſtant Diſſenters into Places of Truſt, would be 


no Prejudice, or any real Diſi>rvice to the Intereſt of the Kingdom: 
If it were fo, it muſt be eitner becauſe they have made ſome dange- - 
rous Attempts to ruin the Conſtitution, or becauſe they entertain 
ſach Principles as are inconſiſtent with the Safety of it. As to the 


_ firſt of theſe, the Common Charge will be (as has been mentioned) 


the Story of Forty One, &c. There has been enough ſaid to clear at. 


leaſt: 


Deſtructive to the Privileges of the Houſe and Liberty of the King» 


MX; 
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leaſt the — * from the Crime of Rebellion; they having no 
I Hand in the firſt beginning of that Unnatural War, and how far ſo- 
HINA | ever they concur'd in taking up Arms, it was intentionally no further 
08 than to defend their juſt Rights they were entituled to, by Vertue of 
the Conſtitution; and as far as they proceeded, would be juſtified 
Ane by Crotius, and by the Opinions of ſeveral of the moſt eminent Do- 
WW | ors of the Church of England yet as they proteſted againſt the 
1101088 Conſequences of that War, in ſeveral Matters of Fact, it is the un- 
faireſt Way imaginable to charge upon a Body of People the Tran- 
ſactions of ſome deſigning Men, or elſe of Perſons that were hur- I 
ry'd on by a Spirit of Enthyſizſm, or ſecretly prompted and encou- 2 
rag'd by Popiſh Counſels, which they as much abhor and deteſt f 
as the Accuſers themſelves. But ſuppoſe it were true, is there no 
room for Repentance ? The Church has quitted her Doctrine of 
Paſſive Obedience and Mon. reſiſtunce; and why may not Diſſenters 
quit theſe fatal Principles of Rebellion? Or muſt their Poſterity 
needs adopt them, ſince we ſee their Loyalty from the time of the 
Revolution has been as diſtinguiſhing as that of the Churcb; and it may 
be they have more unanimouſlly expreſs'd it, eſpecially in their hear- 
ty Concurrence to the preſent Settlement and Proteſtant Succeſſion. 
. Nor do they entertain Principles inconſiſtent with the Intereſt of 
100% the Nation; or elſe the Church would never have run into Princi- 
ly, | ples (the Diſſenters eſpous'd ) for their own Safety. The Doctrine 
14 . of Paſſive Obedience and Non: reſiſtance would never have given Check 
. to the Extravagancies of Popiſh Counſels : . For had ſeveral of the 
1 Political Maxims been as univerſally obſerv'd as they were zealouſly 
N preach'd in the Reign King of Charles II. the Conſtitution of the Church 
10 of Englund muſt of neceſſity have been Popiſh. | 
The Apprehenſion of this ſoon determin'd the Church of England 
to take up Arms, contrary to their avow'd Principles for their own 
Defence, which had all along been cenſured as a Traiterous Pofi- 
tion of the Diſſenters. | | | 
But ſince the Church of England have juſtified this Poſition, it being 
that on which the Revolution turn*d, and which they value them- 
ſelves upon having the greateſt Hand in. It muſt be granted, that 
if theſe Principles are only appropriated to Diſſenters, the Church 
are beholding to them, as well as the State for maintianing thoſe 
Maxims that effectually opened the Way for our Deliverance and 
future Security. A : 


2. It would be ſo far from being a Prejudice to the Intereſt of the 
Kingdom, that 1t would contribute to its higheſt Benefit and Ad- 
vantage to admit Diſſenters into Places of Truſt, eſpecially if Unity 

and Strength are any additional Security to our preſent Eftablihment 
and the Proteſtant Succeſſion. To demonſtrate this, take the fol- 
lowing Reaſons. | 
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1. Did they not equalize the Zeal of the moſt forward Perſons in 
the late glorious Revolution, and in the preſent Settlement? Take 
the exact Repreſentation of their Management in the Words of an 
ingenious Author, * They have been true to this glorious Cauſe ever ſince, * Rights of 
in Parliament, in Places, and in their private Capacities. They who Diſſcnrers, 
have had the Honour to Sit in oy aaa and r bee in with thoſe Part 2. 


worthy Patriots that were the moi forward to give 
have been as remarkably cheerful in paying them, and filling the Loans when 
Credit was at the lowes ebb. T, boſs of them that had a ſhare in the Publick 
Adminiftration, diſcharg*d their Trust with ſingular Fidelity, that none 
of the Miſmanigements of the publick Money, which have been ſo mightily 
complain'd of, have ever been laid at their door; their Pulſe always beat 
with that of the Publick : No Reſet iient nor Apprehenſion of their own 
particular Danger could ever make them dejected at any public Advan- 
age, nor eaſie under a common Calamity, No Cowardice ever made em 
deſert the Abdication-Interest under all its Difficulties ;, nar did any ba- 
ſer Principle ever influence them to betray it, by diſcouraging its Friend, 
or giving aſſiſtance to its Enemies, The Oppoſers of the Exclufion of the © 
Duke of. York, of the Abaication, of the preſent Settlement of the Crown, 
of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and the preſent War; or of Taxes, Aſſocia- 
tions, and Abjurations, in order to een them : The Betrayers of our 
Counſels, the Clogs to publick Buſineſs, the Traytors to this Government, 
and the laſt, the intended Aſſaſſins of King William of ever-glorious 
Memory, and the Men whoſe common Talk has been all along the Reverſe 
of the publick Interest, were no Diſſenters nor Occaſional Conformiſts. 
Is it not then an unaccountable Proceeding, to treat Men of ſuch a 
Character as Enemies, whoſe Principles and Behaviour have always 
harmoniz'd with the real Intereſt of their Country? Who have 
chim'd with all Meaſures that have led to it; who have ſacrific'd their 
| Eaſe to publick Service, and have run the Riſque of their Lives in 
oppoſing enſlaving Doctrines, which had almoſt given the finiſhing 
Stroak to our Liberties. Their Zeal was equal to the moſt forward, 
in recovering a ſinking Conſtitution, and ſettling it on its true Baſis. 
Their Loyalty to the Queen is without Exception, and they are as 
unanimous in the Deſign of Maintaining the Proteſtant Succeſſion; 
and yet how ſtrange is it, that a Diſſenter, with all theſe Advantages 
to recommend him, muſt be us'd as a Malignant, and render'd un- 
capable of being truſted with the meaneſt pur of the publick Admi- 
nitration. If it were no Impeachment of the Wiſdom of the Na- 
tion, it would look like ſuch an Error in Pg/:ticks as can't be recon- 
cil'd to common Prudence. But hence we may ſee the power and 
prejudice of Faction, in being govern'd by ſuch narrow Principles as 
are diſtin& from the common Good; which opens ſuch an Advan- 
tage to our Enemies, as that they will never fail to work theſe vari- 
ous Engines of Diviſion, for the more eaſie Accompliſhment of our 


Ruin, Therefore it will not be hard to fay, That this Test- AF is 
Supported . 
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24.1 
Supported either by miſtaken Friends, or by ſuch as are ſecret Ene- 
mies to the Proteſtant Religion, or an Engliſh Government. 


2. Notwithſtanding the Conſiſtency of their Principles and Zeal, 
with our Common Safety, and the Civil Conſtitution ; yet this Law 
(if itis not rack'd heyond the original Intent and Meaning of it) in- 
| capacitates all Diſſenters from giving their Aſſiſtance to Maintain the 
1 | | Government ia the time of publick Hazard and Danger; and that 

| tor a meer Scruple of V onſcience, about a Matter that the very Im- 


a ee. os rr, 


poſers themſelves think Indifferent, and which cannot be warranted 
either by the Rule of Religion, or the Practice of Apoſtolick Times. 
Where is the Kindneſs or Love to our Country, to hazard the Safety 
of the State for ſuch an inconſiderable Trifle ? If Kneeling at the 
Sacrament is indifferent, why is it not left fo? Why ſhould it be 
made Neceſſary to a publick Prejudice and Hazard, to oblige the 
Humour of a particular Faction? Why ſhonld the Government ſtrai- 
ten its Security, contrary to all the Rules of Policy, for ſuch Reaſons 
| as the Intereſt of it is not concern'd in; and deprive it ſelf of the "I 
140 | Aſſiſtance of ſuch a conſiderable Body of Men as are diſpos'd to Serve 3 
10 the * with more Fidelity and Care than many that are en- : 
truſted ? Can we be too firmly united againſt the formidahle At- 
tempts of a potent Adverſary, who would ſubject us to the Slavery 
of a French Government; and againſt ſecret Enemies, who are 
ee their political Invention to ſubſerve ſo barbarous a De- 
gn * | 
| There has not been wanting Inſtances which might have given us 
WIR) | a proſpe& how fatal this piece of Policy might have been: If the 
Fe | late glorious Revolution had coſt us a Civil War to have effected 
LOR the happy Conſequences we enjoy by it, would it have been any I 
e Prejndice to the Nation, or Damage to the Church, to have capa- 2 
BILE! citated Diſſenters to have fought for the Liberty of their Country and 
60% the Proteſtant Religion? Or would the Church have been able to 
Mt j | have defended themſelves without their Aſſiſtance; if we confider 
160 how probable it might have been that thoſe deſtructive Notions of 
Wl Liberty, which for a long time had been the Cant of the Church 
Ft might have influenc'd many to have took up Arms in the Defence of 
0 that arbitrary Prince? Or if you pleaſe you ny refle& on a later ba. 
15 | Inſtance : If the Pretender had Landed in Scotland, and had brought 4 
000 the Flames of War into the midſt of us, it is very likely ſuch a 2 
— 8 | Neceſlity might have diſpos'd us to have thrown down theſe 14 
[IPO Walls of Partition. Is it not then an amazing part of Improvi- Ty 
1. dence to neglect our future Security, ſince the ſame Enemy waits 1 
WW for a Power equal to their Inclination to bring us into a Subjection {> 
to all their enſlaving Deſigns ? = | A 
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Settlement? Did they not embaraſs the Affairs of King William, be 
Councils, hinder Supplies, oppoſe every thing that was for the Securit 


is fo remarkable, that they d fi 


3 This Law lays no Reſtraint upon thoſe whoſe Principles are defiruaive to 
the Conſtitution, and have more than once attempted the entire Subverſion of it. 
Tie Papiſts are not our only Enemies; and it chey were, this Law is no Se. 
curity againſt them; ſince the Pope is willing enough to give a Diipenfarion to 
Enzliſh Papiſts to comply wich all that this Law requires. But there is a forr 
of Proteſtants, who have adopted ſo many Popiſh Prirciples, as that that they 
have been willing to come to Terms of Accommodation; and have fo far pro- 
ceeded as to center in the Pope as the Principinm Unitatis, For this Reaſbn 
they have affected a Deſpotick Juriſdiction in the Church, and as independant 
on the Civil Power as it is in Spain or Italy: And theretore they have thought che 
Laws and Liberties of their Country a proper Sacrifice to the Afbirrary Inrenti- 
on ot the preceding Reigns 3 that fo they might obtain the Grant of this Spi- 
ritual Tyranny, in order to effect the eaſier what other Deſigus they had in view, 
This Project firſt gave Vent to thoſe enſlaving Notions of Paſjive Obedience and N:n- 
keſiſlarce, and graftcd them into the Articles of the Church: This hatch'd ſhc!, 
2 Scheme of Policicks as deſerves no ſofter a Title, than the Chains and Shackles of 
S avery and Oppreifion. The Propagation and Spreading of theſe Principles, have 
been the Fore-runners of all our Miſchiet ; and yet the Boſom of the Church 
and State lies open to receive them. It is evident, that Men of this Difpoſicion 
firſt blew up the Coals of Civil Contention; and thoſe unnatural Wars were oc- 
caſion d by the Ulurpations of the High-Church ; Who, to maintain the Pom 
and Power of their Hierarchy, put the Court upon ſuch oppreſſive Meafures as 
were unſupportable to the beſt natur'd People in the World. It is no matter 
who · were the firſt Aggteſſors, King or Parliament; this Conduct laid che Foun- 
dation of all thoſe unhappy Commotions; and have finee led the Ringdom to 
the very Brink of Ruin, and would, if it had been poſſible, have rend red our 
Deliverance from thoſe heavy breſſures we lay under, abortive; were they not 2 
fort of Church- men that have ſcrupled the Oaths, or elſe have falv*d their Con- 

ſcience with that villainous Diſtinction of de Fatto fs Fre ? Haye not this 
ſort of Men oppoſed the Abdication, and queſtion'd the Legality of the preſent 
tray ou 
what we had gain'd by the happy Revolution? Did nor this fort of h 
bring in the Occaſional Bill to embroil the Nation with freſh Heats and Anz: 
moſities? and at laſt ventured on that Dangerous Experiment, the Tack: 
Which if it had ſucceeded in the manner ſuitable to their Wiſhes, it mu 
have endangered the Liberty of Europe, as well as the Proteftant Religion 
at home and abroad. Have they not inſulted the Queen, who has nothing at 
Hearr ſomuch as Securing the Engliſh Liberries and Proteſtanc Religion, 2 00 
as 


all Attempts of private and publick Enemies, for which they rake all © 
to fly in the Face of the Government? It is repreſented in the late Advice given 
to the Electors of the enſuing Parliament, That ſome of the Tories were actu- 
© ally engag'd in inviting the Pretender; and that not one Man of the Whigs was 
© ſo much as ſuſpected of being in the _ of the Invaſion. Now had cre 


been a Legal Fence againſt theſe. dangerous Principles and Practices, it had been 


à better Service, and a more reaſonable Security to our Happy Settlement, than 
either the Making or Continuing of ſuch Laws as diſable rhoſe from giving thei 
Aſſiſtance, whole Integrity is — and whoſe Love for their Country 
ick ar no Expence or Trouble efteGually co pre: 
ſerve us from the fatal Conſequences, that ſuch intoxicating Notions bad almoſt 


uſher d in, and ſti}} chreaten us with an. utter Deſolation. 3 

4. It ſerves to perpetuate our unnatural Diviſions, and to ge the Scene 
of our Diſcontents, and to ſtir up endleſs Feuds and Animoſiies ; On one hand 
dy giving occafion to our Enemies to repreſent Diffenters as fi tte o the 


| Mpected to 
Govcrument, and enemies to their * which, ſuch a Wake — 
| | | and 


( 26) 
and Badge of Servitude, ſeem probably enough to intimate to the unthinking 
Populace, who are not capable or willing to enquire into ſuch Miſrepreſentation:. : 
And on the other hand, by alienating che Affections of thoſe who are under 4 
ſuch an Incapacity; whereby they ſuffer in their Legal Rights, contrary to the 3 
eommon Rules of Equity and Juſtice, for no higher a Reaſon than a meer Non- © 
compliance with the Uſage of the Church of England, in receiving of the Holy 
Sacrament ; which can be no Prejudice to the Safety of the State. The Tole- 
ration has put an end to Perſecution ; and it were well if that Root of Bitterneſs 
was quite deſtroyed. The Kingdom. has received ſo conſiderable an Advantage 
by ir, that one would think the Genius of the Nation ſhou'd be d iſpos'd to per- 
* Miſtory fect our Happineſs. So far the Hopes of our Enemies are defeated, as that the 
of Eng. Toleration has put it out of their Power * of playing one Party againſt the other 
Vel. 3. as they formerly did, to effect the Ruin of both. This has been ſo viſible a De- 
pag. 294. ſign, that it is high Time utterly to diſappoint all Attempts of this Nature, by 
cementing the cloſeſt Union poſſible: Ocherwiſe we are bur reſerving the Bones 
of Contention, and thereby give them Hopes of another Opportunity of playing 
the ſame Game over-again with us. 
Obj. But ſtill this will be thought neceſſary to ſecure the Conſtitution of the 
Church, as eſtabliſn d by Law. 
Anſ. 1. If it were ſo neceſſary, as is alledged, there might be ſome Method 
found out to ſecure the Church without ſo much Danger and Hazard to the State. 5 
2. There are ſeveral other Fences that are as good Security to the Church as 3 
this is; and which the Diſſenters are leſs likely to get over for any Eccleſiaſtical = 
Preferment. | 
. The High-flying Principles more endanger the Church, by introducing 
ſuch Innovations in Do#rine and Worſhip, as are inconſiſtent with the Homilies 
and Articles of it, then a Diſſent from the Ceremonies of the Church; which 
are the far leſs ſubſtantial Parts of Religion, than the Doctrines of the Churelt 
which they firmly adhere to: Theretore it is not an entire Security of the Con- 
ſtitution that they are ſo much concern'd about. : a 
4. Occafional Conformity has brought many of the Difſenters into Places in the 
Government, and yet there has not been che leaſt Violence offered to the ſecurity 
of the Chureh. a | 
3. This does not hinder Diſſenters from being choſe Members of Parliament; 
and the Danger is, if there be any, that if a number of them ſhould get into 
the Legiſlature, they might attempt the Subverſion of the Church; which can't 
be probable, there being ſo few of the Gentry as will own that Character. 
6. If the Diſſenters were ſuch Enemies to the Church, they had an opportu- 
of venting their Prejudice againſt it, in the Reign of King James. | 
7. The Church then promis d to come to a Temper when they were in ſo : 
much Danger in King Zames's Reign, and to exerciſe a render Regard to their 9 
Diſſenting Bre#hren, who have carried it all along with that Deference to the E 
Church, 8s they have had no occaſion to alter their Sentiments. : | 


Thus far this Law has been conſidered, as it does more immediately affe - 3 
England; which, if it does not afford us Reaſon — 7 for the Repeal of it, 2 
pr cnn the Prejudice it offers to the late Union with Scotland, fhould- give | 

farther Weight to ir. The Uniondid not paſs with ſo univerſal an Appro- 7 
dation of the People of this Kingdom, as to render all further Methods for the I 
——— it, unneeeſſary. However advantageous the Union may be in 
it ſelf, which certainly might produce all the Happineſs that a Kingdom may . 
be capable of, as Unity, Strength, encreaſe of Riches, as well as an impreg- 
nable Security to the Civil Liberty, and to the eſtabliſh'd Religion of the Coun- 
try, if the Terms were ſo exactly calculated to the Intereſt of both Kingdoms, 
2 might give ſatisfaction on all hands. In order to effect ſuch a Cement as 
this, it would be neceſſary to remove all thoſe Inconveniencies as tend to diſ- 
| | unite 
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unite Affection, or would be any Bar to the equal Diſtribution of thoſe Advan- 
tiges, which the Scots may juſtly lay a Claim to, as a proper Recompence fer 
the Loſs of their Parliament, and thoſe Priviledges they enjoy'd under their Inde- 
pendent Government. They think they can't be too ſecure from the Power of 2 
Faction that has perſecuted them with a mercileſs Violence, and it is notori- 
ous their Deſigns are ſtill reſtleſs : So that it would be a conſiderable Induce. 


ment to perſuade us, the Engliſh aim at all the Good they can do us, when they 


exert their urmoſt Endeavours to prevent our Fears, and remove every thin 
that might create any Diſſatisfaction. Otherwiſe it is natural enough to thin 
the Articles of Union are net heartily intended for the Security of our Eccleſia- 
ſtical Conſtitution, eſpecially while ſuch a Law continues in Force, as can't be 
juſtified either from the Rules of Religion or common Equity: And, as our pre- 


ſent Circumſtances are, can't ſerve any other Ends, than to enflame Differences, 


heighten Animoſities, and to frighten us with an Apprehenſion of over turning 


Pre:bvrerian Government. But to repreſent Things more clearly. | 
1. The Presbyterians in Sc:tlund have ſuffered fo much under Epiſecpal Fu- 
riſ{ition, as ſufficiently inſpires us with a Dread of the Re- aſſumption of that 


 Tyrannich Church Power, Our As of Parliament, and the Account we can give 


of che inhumane Execution of them, are ſuch ſtanding Proofs of this, as muſt for 
ever render the Principles of our Prelacy abhorred by Men of common Humani- 
ty. Therefore no wonder, when the Convention met, they declared the Biſhops 
to be a great and unſupportable Grievance to the Nation.: The Reaſon of which 
was juſtified from thoſe S unguinary Laws they had the greateſt Influence in paſ- 
ſmg ; whereby the Generalicy of the Kingdom were oblig'd, againſt their Genius 
and Conſcience, to comply with Epiſcopal Tyranny. The Hiſtory of which, 
wich the Abſtracts of the As of Parliament, paſs'd againſt the Presbyterians, 


is given us by an ingenious and intelligent Author L. They obliged all thoſe in 


Publich Truſt or Office to renounce or abjure the Covenant, on pain of loſing their 
Places, and Priveledge of Trading. It was enatted, That all Non Conformiſts, 
who preſume to exerciſe their Miniſtry, be puniſh'd as ſeditious Perfons : And that 


Civil, attend the Sermons of the Epiſcotal Miniſters; Noblemen and Gentlemen, 
refuſing, to loſe « fourth Part of their Rents ; Burgeſſes their Freedom, and a 
fourth Part of their Moveables ; Teomen the fourth Part of their Moveables ; and 
ethers 20 Shillings a Time; with Liberty to the Council to infli# farther Puniſhment, 


Preaching at 4 Houſe, or Field-Meetings, was puniſhed by Death and Confiſcation ; 9 


and Hearing at Field-Aeetinęs the like. This is a Sample of their Mercy. Theſe 


* Proceed- 
ings of the 
Parlia- 


all Perſons, in achnowledgment of Hu Majeſty's Government, Eccleſiaſtical and 1 
» 


which met 


May the 
68h, 1703. 


bloody Principles and Tenets have ſo near an Affiance to thoſe of Rome, chat it 


would exerciſe an uncommon Invention to find out the difference; and yet 
theſe worried the Church of Scotland for almoſt a whole Century. We have 


but little Reaſon to be thankful for the Marriage of Princeſs Margaret to 
James Iv. by Vertue of which we loſt the Reſidence of our Prince amongſt us, 
and unhappily brought our ſelves into a Dependance upon Erg/and, and under 
the A and Influence of Engliſh Councils ; which, not to mention ther 


Things, has been introductive of all thoſe Evils our Church has undergone. The 


Clergy of 8 to gain their own Ends, inſtil'd into King — our ſmth, 


and their Firſt, thoſe Notions of Arbitrary Power, induſtriouſly to ſecure him 
to their Intereſt, and to render him Implacable to the Eccleſiaſtical Conſſitut ion 
of his Native Country, which was more ſuited to maintain our Legal Libe 
and Freedom. This gave the Riſe to the firſt Attempts of eſtabliſhing Biſhops 
amoneſt us, who always went along with the Court to exalt the Prerogative in 
Parliament, and to enſlave their Country: Having but little Intereſt in the Af- 
fections of rhe People, they could hit upon no other Meaſures to ſecure them- 
ſelves, than by raith 


of their Country. This was it that twiſted 3 and pi ſcopal Power ms 
2 o 


me the Foundation of their Greatneſs on the ruined Liberty 


Pag. 58, 


(28) ; 
fo cloſe a Conjunction, and prompted them to the forming of choſe Laws, and 
the Bloody Execution of them, as might effectually bear down all Oppoſition to 
their ſeveral Intereſts. Theſe were our Sufferingsand the Reaſons of them; and 
can any blame our Jealouſies and Fears, who ſuppoſe us to be afted by the fame 
Principles of Preſervation with the reſt of Mankind, Though their Power js un- 
der an Eclipſe ; yet they could nor, nor can't recede from their o!d Principles, 
nor be oblig'd to pay due Homage to Providence that had fo miraculouſly fav'd 
us. Therefore they addreſs'd King Fames, expreſſing all the Regard, that 
Words could do, to his Arbitrary Proceedings juſt before his Abd ication. They 
were Enemies to the Revolution, pray openly for the Pretender, refus'd the 
Oaths to King William, and Queen A VV. So that ours is the common Safety; 
and what's a Security to us, is to the Whole; and it is im e ſſible there can be 
too ſtrong a Guard againſt the Approach of ſuch Enemies, whoſe Principles 
are fo dangerous and deſtructive: Which Confideraticn ſhovid influeree us to 
lay aſide ungrounded Preiudices, or any thing that mige c ccaſion Diftrui?, or 
prevent the Cementing of ſuch a Union as might be a cor mon Bulwark to our 
Bleſſings. | | 

| * is not altogether without Reaſon, that we ſuſpect the cvent of this 
Union may prove the Reeſtabliſhment of Fpiſcopal Zuriſdieion; which has 
been ſo bloody to us. Tis true, the Moderation and Juſtice, of the Govern- 
ment of Queen Ann, is a preſent eaſe to our fears, though this cannot be a per- 
petual Security. | | 

Beſides, our preſent Circumſtances are ſome ſort of a Defence; for it might 
be of dangerous Conſequence, and too open a deſign of ſerving the Enemy to 
attempt any Alteration of this Nature, while we are engag'd in a War againſt 
fo Potent an Enemy. But the Demiſe of the Queen will weaken our hopes of 
the continuance of our Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhmenr, it being certain we ſhall 
lye more expoſed to the Violence of a Faction, whoſe Enmity is implacable, 


and are irreconcilably ſer againſt a Conſtitution ſo Auer to their Power and 
6 


Grandeur, Laws are changeable, and derive their Juſtice and Equity from the 
Principles of thoſe that are uppermoſt in the Adminiſtration : What is call'd 


| Rebellion now, in another Reign may be call d Loyalty; and if ever Arbitrary 


Principles come into Faſhion again, certainly Rebellion, Sedition, and other 
Artifices will be thought juſt and reaſonable to miſrepreſent and ruin an Eſta- 
bliſhmenc that is ſo admirably fram'd to ſupport our Log! Liberties, and to op- 
pole the defigns of Deſporick Power, It would be well cherefore, while the 
Nation was in a Diſpoſition, and warm'd with a Reſentment of theſe dangerous 
Notions, to enter upon ſuch Meaſures as might, if poffible, ſo far weaken the 
Hopes of our Enemies, as to fruſtrate che very Thevghrs of any further attempt 


upon us. But this cannot be conceiv'd while there is any occafion of Diftruſt 


or Reaſon, ro weaken a mutual confidence, remaining: This muſt breed Diffi- 
dence, keep up Animofiries, give a Handle and Hopes to our Enemies, ef; cially 
while ſuch a Law as the Teſt Act continues. The very Demur argues Sw{picion : 
On the contrary, if the repeal of this Law could be obtain'd. 1. I would 
bring a further Aſſurance to the Friends of che Union, ſatisfaction to the doub- 
ring, and ſhame to the Prejudices of malignant Oppoſers, to ſee, ſuch an Engine 
of Diviſion quite remov'd; Otherwiſe how can it be, but the Scots muſt 
imagine themſelves ſuſpected, while rendered uncapable of any part of the 
Publick Adminiſtrarion beyond the Articles of the Union: Befides, it will 
raiſe an Imagination of the worſt of Events, of a deſign tending to the Sub- 
verſion of our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, when there is ſo great a ſtiffneſs to 
part with their Intereſt in that Power that may occafion ir, or at leaſt in ad- 
juſting it fo, as might ſerve the common Good and Welfare of all of us. 2. 
The Church of England camnor ſo mach as pretend they ſhall weaken their Secu- 
rity by the Repeal of ic. They have ſo much che odds of us in this, that to effect 
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heir ſubverſion would be morally impoſſible, Their Biſhops alone have above, 
a third as much in the Legiſtature, as our Lords and Commons together: Their 
Numbers are above four to one in Parliament for the Church. Beſides the 
Prince, according to ſeveral Regulations in the Act of Settlement, is oblig d to 
be a Member of the Church of England : That ſo it would be a wild Imaginati - 
on to entertain Apprehenſions of Danger when the whole Sovereign Power is 


* 
nn 
th... 


1 2 * 
r 


extended for its Protection. 3. Though the QU E E N has fo accommodated 


her Government, to the ſatistaction of all her Subiefts, as that it weuld be an 
unwarrantable Jealouſy to ſuſpect ſhe would aim at any thing befides their 
real Good, or that ſhe would make any Alteration in our Church Governmem, 
which ſhe has ſo frequently promis'd to maintain. Yet certainly there are a 


fort of Men, if they can undermine themſelves into Power, will not fail to miſ- 


repreſent us, or ſtick at the Breach of _ Article to break down all our Securi- 
ries, Can we think otherwiſe of thoſe Churchmen, who aberted rhe Invaſion of 
the Pretender, and ſecretly rejoyce at any Proſpect of his Mounting the Throne, 


Triumph at the Succeſs of the French, ſtick not at giving vile miſrepreſentations 


of the Kirk of Scotland, that would in England have trampled dows our Bre- 
thren the Diſſenters, by paſſing Occaſional Bills? Theſe are avow'd Enemies 
ro their Country; Yer ſuch there are, that, to obtain their own extravagant Pur- 
poſes, would rejoyce in our common Confuſion : Therefore it would be necet- 
fary to make all che advances poſſible to ſtrengthen the Union in ſuch a man- 
ner, as may be out of their Power ever to give it any Diſturbance. 4. Beſides, 
our Fears receive no inconſiderable ftrengih from the Breach of ſome of the 
Articles of Union, ſince it commenc'd; which if it is not a Proof of the ſame de- 
ſign upon all of them, it is an ill Preſident to thoſe that have: And I believe 
any that underſtand our Circumſtances, ſince it took place, will not wonder if 
we complain of ſuch a ſort of uſage as will rather heighten our Averſion, witli- 
out a more equitable Proceeding, then reconcile our Judgment or Affection 
to it. | 

3. It may reaſonably be expected that the Scots ſhould have as equal 4 Right 
to all the Civil Privileges of England, without any impoſition upon their Con- 
ſcience, as the Engliſh already have to all the Privileges of Scotland. Whas 
can be fairly objecd ? Is there not as much danger to the Kirk of Scotland, 
by admitting a Member of the Church of England into any Civil Poſt, beyond 
che River Tweed, as there can be to the Church of England by admitting a 
Scotch Presbyterian into any Civil Truſt on this fide it? Or would the Govern- 
ment of each Part of Great Britain be the more weakned, by giving an equal 
Capacity to all the QUE E NS Subjects to AR for her Service, when; Neceſſi- 
ry ſhall require? Otherwiſe it appears as a deſign to raiſe the Power of England, 
and to enlarge the Intereſt of it to our Diſadvaneage, by denying us the Privi- 
ledge, which Reaſon and Juſtice give us an equal Right to. As things ſtand 
upon this bottom, England is likely to receive the greateſt Benefit by this 
Union; having it not only in its Power to debar us of the Privileges their 
own Members are entituled ro, without ſuch Compliances are are conrrary to 
the Genius of our Couutry, but alſo to confer all the Places of Profit in Scotland 
upon themſelves. N ] E074 © AT WP 

4. It is our Policy and Intereſt, beyond diſpute, to remove ſuck: Cauſes of Di- 
viſion as may hazard the State, our Religion and Liberty, the Proveftane Cauſe 
and Succeffion, and all the Advantages we may expect by the Union; by keep- 
ing an uneaſineſs upon Peoples Minds, alienating our AﬀeRtions, or creating 4 
mutual Diſtruſt, and Rooting the Seeds of perpetual Animoſiries ; 2 at 4 
time when we have an Enemy within and without us, united in their Intenri- 
ons to work our Confuſion. Thoſe that are within us are carrying on an In- 
tereſt ſeparate from that of the Kingdom's; and have a Dependance on a fuch 


a Foreign Power as is forward enough to give any Aſſiſtance to put wm _ 
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projects in Execution: The Epiſcopal Clergy in Scotland are generally in the In; 
tereſt of the Pretender, diſown our preſent Settlement, and would be glad to 
ſacriſice both Religion and Liberty to a French Power; and there are multi- 
tudes in England have adopted the ſame Principles, as has been evident by 2 
continued oppoſition to every thing that might ſubſerve the true Intereſt of the 
Nation. Though they have found out a method to ſalve their Conſciences in a 
pretended Compliance with the preſent Government, yet they are more ſin- 
cerely engag'd in a deſign that would quite over. turn it. Theſe are the Men 
who entertain thoſe Principles that have diſtemper'd the State, thrown us into 
frequent Convulſions; and it is demonfſtrab'e by ſeveral remarkable Events, how 
dangerous they are to our Liberties and Pernicious to the Proteſtant Cauſe, by 
the Efforts they have made for a Reconciliarion with the Church of Rome 
Which upon Reaſons tounded on the perfe& Rule of Faith, and according ro 
che Opinion of the firſt Reformers, is impoſſible. Do nor theſe Conſiderations 
require a ſtricter Union than hitherto we have arrived to? How ſtrange it is 
that nothing bur a viſible Danger will convince Men of their Miſtakes ! Is ic 
worth while to run the Riſaue of cvr Peace, and all char we can call valuable, 
by impoſing ſuch Things on one hard as are thouglit indifferent, and conſe- 
quently cannot be thought of ſuch an importance as to be laid in the Balance 
with our common Good and Safety? What Spring did theſe Diviſions riſe out 
of? Are they not the effect of Popiſh Counſels ? And it is certainly acting pur. 
ſuanc co Jeſuirtical Maxims, to promote them. It is notorious enough how far 
they have been concern'd in all our Civil Differences, and what Arts they have 
uſed to widen them, that ſo they might inſinuate themſelves through our 
Breaches into the Supreme Government in order for the Reeſtabliſhmenr of 
Popery ; ſo that maintaining any Principles of Diviſion, promoting the Cauſes 
of it, is a real acting for their Incereſt and Serving their Deſigns to our own De. 
ſtruction. How happy would it be if there could be a method fix'd upon, as 
would effectually prevent any conſequence of this Nature: A removal of the 
Cauſes of Diſcontent, and mutual Condeſcenſion would be a great Step rewards 
it. There is no Party cam pretend to Infallibility ſo much, as to ſuppoſe they 
are certainly in the Right. Firſt Impreſſions are the ſtrongeſt Arguments fcr 
moſt Opinions; and if this is the Rule we arc to ſteer by, we are all in the 
—_—_ If Mankind had a greater ſenſe of their own Weakneſs, it would give an 
y to their Prejudices againſt any Party, and would ſo moderate their Temper, 
that it would render them at leaſt ſomewhat capable of a Reconciliation, 


1 ſhall wind up my Thoughts in a Word or two for Ireland ; which, as it 
has ſeverely felt the miſerable Effects of Popiſh Tyranny in a more remarkable 
manner, fo there ought to have been a greater and more tender Regard to 
their Sufferings and future Security, than to have introduc'd ſuch an Engine 
of Diviſion as muſt expoſe them more openly, the next opportunity, to the 
Barbarous attempts of the Iriſh. The Proteſtants in Ir lard were before firmly 
united in their Civil Intereſt, and in that reſpect ti ere was no other Diſtinction 
but Froteſt ans and Papiſt. The Weight of their Sufferings produc'd ſuch an 
Unanimity, as that there was an Univerſal Agreement in a grateful Senſe of their 
Deliverance, and of the Government of King William ; inſomuch, that the Iriſh 
Gentlemen, when they came over to England, were ſurpriz d to hear Proteſtants 
rail againſt their Proteſtant Deliverer. 5 

What Policy or Service or Safety is it to the Government of that Kingdom, 
and to the Proteſtant Intereſt, to weaken their Strength by dividing them, and 
rend ring fo great a Body of them uncapabie of giving their Aſſiſtance, which 
has been fo remarkabiy jerviceable to the Church of Ire/znd ? Who was it that 
preſerv'd London-derry ? was it not Proteſtant Diſſenters? Were not the In- 


Vine Nen ſo fam'd for their Valour, Presbyterians 2 And muſt the Diſſenters 
2 25 | : in 


view ſof t 


6 
in London-derry, that made ſo Obſtinate a Defence againſi King James, and the 
presbyterian Inis billing Men, who were fo remarkable for their Succeſs, and the 
many defeats they gave the Iriſh, be equal Sufferers in their Civil Rights, with 
the common Enemy of the Proteſtant Cauſe, which they had ſo bravely op- 
$'d ? As if an Triſh Papiſt and a Proteſtant Difſenter were equal Enemies to 
the Civil Government and Proteſtant Religion. How this came to paſs, a great 
Peer, then in Poſt, can give an eaſy Reſolution. Whether it was from a de- 
ſign to ſerve the Papiſts, who had exerted their utmoſt endeavours to have 
ſunk the Bill, while it was under the Parliaments conſideration or elſe to gratify 
them by dividing Proteſtants amongſt themſelves, who were ſo unanimous a- 
ainſt them; or out of a biggoted Prejudice to Diſſenters: Whether any one 
of theſe, or all of them, were the Reaſon, is uncertain ; yet the Diſſenters in 
Parliament, rather than loſe the Bill, which might be ſo ſerviceable to the 
Proteſtant Cauſe, were willing to become a Sacrifice ro Engliſh Bigotry ; Though 
this was contrary to the very Genius of Epiſcopal Proteſtants, who were well 
appriz d of the eminent Services of the Diſſenters in their bloody Commoti- 
ons, which I have been aſſured of from ſome Gentlemen who were Members 


of that Parliament, as well as from ſeveral Addreſſes, that laſt came from Tre- 


land, And indeed, the late Attempt of the Pretender upon Scotland convinc'd 
them, that the ſtrongeſt Union amongſt Proteſtants is, their beſt Security: For 
indeed, were there any Refuge for Proteſtant Diſſenters, the Church of Ireland 
could nor take it ill if they quitted her Defence, ſince they had been ſo un- 


kindly and ungratefully uſed. | 


I ſhall conclude with this general Remark. It is eaſy to obſerve, though we 
have been a People almoſt hurried on to Ruin by our inteſtine Diſtractions; yer 
the remarkable Conduct of the Queen, in tempering her Government with ſo much 
Moderation, has been like a Charm to all our Heats and Animoſities ; and how 
happy would it be if the Influence of ſo bright an Example ſhould ſpread an en- 
tire Conqueſt over them! It is ſuch a Preſident to ſucceeding Princes, as will be 


a ſtanding Copy to inſtruct them in the Art of Government. Theſe Times of 


Moderation have ſo far opened the Eyes of the People, that they are better able 
to form a ＋ wherein their true Intereſt lies. They have had a diſtin& 
e different EffeRs of the Principles of abſolute Juriſdiction, and of 
thoſe which are ſuited to maintain the Conſtitution with all its Advanrages. 
The firſt would have ſubjected our Property to the arbitrary and uncertain plea- 
ſure of the Prince, and have over - turn d our Laws, by which it is ſecured. The 
latter limits the Exerciſe of Monarchy, as the Conſtitution d irects; whereby all 
the juſt Rights of the People are preſerv d. This happy Conſtitution of Go- 
vernment was almoſt ſubverted by an extravagant Prerogative, which bid ſuch 
a Defiance to the Fundamental Laws and Statutes of the Land, as was evident 


they were no Security to the Lives and Liberties of the Subject: So that there 
was no Poſſibility of eſcaping this Deluge of Arbitrary Power, and ſettling the 


Conſtitution on its proper Baſis, but by redueing the Supreme Power within the 
Boundaries of the Laws. This was happily accompliſh'd by the late glorious 
Revolution, which was brought about by ſuch Principles as the Church of Scot- 
land, and Difſenters in En:land have always maintain d. It was theſe Principles 
which laid the Foundation of our preſent Settlement, ſeated King William on 
the Throne, paved the Way for his glorious Succeſſor, our Sovereign Queen 
ANN, eſtabliſh'd the Proteſtant _ and cur off all the Claims of a Popiſh 
Pretender. Who then can be truer Friends to Her Majeſty, than ſuch as have 
maintain'd thoſe Principles on which the preſent Settlement is founded? The 


Epiſcopal Clergy in Scotland refuſe all Submiſſion to it, and ſo openly declare 


themſelves in the Ii tereſt of the Pretender, as would ' provoke Her Majeſty's 
ſever-ſt Reſcnrment:. was not her Government tempered with uncommon Mild. 
neſs, This is too prevailing a Sentiment in England ; and, however 3 

they 
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they may ſeem to Her Majefty's Government, yet it is to be fear d that thoſe whs 
ſo vigorouſly appear'd againſt che Act of Settlement, have hardly renounc'd 


thoſe Principles, as may, when occaſion ſerves, prove deſtructive to our Liber- 


ries. Therefore, how odly ſoever the Presbyterians may be repreſented, the 
are Her Majeſties ſincere Friends, both in Scotland and England ; that ſo it is 
apparent the preſent Incapacity they labour under, is a real Differivce to Her 
Majeſty, and a weakening the Foundation of the Proteſtant Sueceſſion: Beſides, 
it makes room for Men of arbitraryand narrow Principles to-work their own Ad- 
vantages by our Diviſions, who want neither Art nor Induſtry to carry on their 
fatal Defigns againſt us. There would be the leis Reaſon to fear, were all the 
Members of the Church of England as united in their Civil Intereſt as the Presby- 
terians in England and Scotland are. But it is notorious they are not: Some of 
them ſtill hold che Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience and Non-Refiſtance, as taught 
in the late Reigus; others are for reconciling that Doctrine with the Principles of 
the Revolution; others are againſt thoſe unreaſonable Maxims, as preivdicial to 
Her Majeſty's Intereſt, and the Safety of the Ringdom. Ta act upon Revolution 
Principles is certainly the only conducive Means for the Security of our preſent 
Happinefs, This is confirm'd by Her Majeſty's own Opinion, in her Anſwer to 
the Addreſs of the Houfe of Lords: Which is thus, I muſt always place my 
chief Dependance upon thoſe who have given ſuch repeated Proofs of the greateſt 
Warmth and Concern for the Support of the Revolution, Security of my Perſon, ard 
of the Proteſtant Succeſſion. A great number of the Church of England are of 
= different Sentiments, and have acted ſo ſtrifly purſuant to their old 
rinciples, as has given a conſiderable Check to the Succeſs of our Councils, and 
all along has been a Clog to our Affairs, and a cauſe of all the Miſmanagements 
in the Adminiſtration. Who is it then can be rely'd on? A Churchman, io has 
took the Teſt, and yer a ſecret Enemy to the State; or a Presbyreri»n, who can- 
not bring his — to every Ceremonial Complyance, bur yer an inſepa- 
rable Friend to the Queen and Government. A Churchman, as is evident, 
do's not always harmonize vich the preſent Intereſt of the Nation; but the 
Presdyterians do, without exception. Therefore, while the Goverx ment is con- 
fin d to this Party., it ſtands on a broken Foundation, which can't be more effe- 
ctually — than by changing this Religious Teſt into a Civil one; where- 
by the Kingdom would be ſecured againſt all the hidden Artifices of its Ene- 
ies, and let into its Aſſiſtance thoſe who are known to be Cord ial Friends. 
Without this the Scots may truly ſuppoſe their Condition to be defenceleſs, and 
lye too expoſed to the Invaſſon of Prelatical Power; amt that they are to ex- 
pect no better Treatment than Engliſh Diflearers, who are fo imduſtriouſſy kept 
out of Places of Truſt, that the Occaſional Bill feems to be as effectually execy- 
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